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The right to 
social assistance
Why the SRD grant court case appeal 
is a defining moment for the rights of 
working-age adults

“THE MISSING MIDDLE”: AGES 18 - 59 
WITHOUT A SOCIAL SAFETY NET

Section 27 of South Africa’s constitution guarantees the right 

to social assistance for everyone unable to support them-

selves. Children have the Child Support Grant. The elderly have 

the Older Persons’ Grant. Persons with disabilities have the 

Disability Grant. 

However, if you are an able-bodied adult aged 18 - 59 with no 

income, you fall through the cracks. The Social Relief Distress 

(SRD) grant was meant to fill the gap. But for millions of work-

ing-age people, the right to this grant is denied due to unfair 

exclusions. The government has systematically made it hard-

er to access, deliberately excluding millions of people who are 

legally entitled to it. The Institute for Economic Justice and 

#PayTheGrants have gone to court to defend the right to social 

assistance for all adults, and it all hinges on a critical hearing, 

happening in Bloemfontein on 25 August 2026.  

Since its introduction in 2020, government has eroded the val-

ue of the SRD grant, narrowed its reach, and created barriers 

designed to exclude eligible persons. On 23 January 2025, the 

North Gauteng High Court ruled that these actions are uncon-

stitutional, unlawful, and irrational. Now the government is 

appealing, trying to have the Court’s scathing ruling and orders 

overturned. 

AU G U S T  2 0 2 6

FAC T S H E E T:  S R D  G R A N T  M AT T E R  B E F O R E  T H E 
S U P R E M E  C O U RT  O F  A P P E A L ,  B LO E M F O N T E I N

“There is no explanation 

why both the SRD grant and the means threshold 
are not linked to measures such as the food poverty 

line, although the purpose of the SRD grant is 
to alleviate hunger and poverty in society” 

Judge Twala, North Gauteng High 
Court, 23 January 2025
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A SYSTEM DESIGNED TO EXCLUDE

The high court was presented with clear evidence: the govern-
ment deliberately constructed barriers to prevent eligible 
people from receiving the grant. National Treasury capped 
DSD and SASSA’s budgets, leading them to erect procedural 
barriers—online-only applications, bank verification, incor-
rect database checks, and a difficult, narrow appeal process—
to ensure beneficiaries stayed within the budgeted range.

The judgment ordered government to plan to progressively in-

crease the grant value, raise the means-test threshold, allow 

in-person applications, abolish unconstitutional and irration-

al verification systems, and remove an arbitrary budget cap.

WHY THIS CASE MATTERS 
FOR EVERYONE

A constitutional precedent 

This case will determine whether Section 27 of the Constitu-

tion has real meaning for working-age adults. A victory upholds 

the principle that social protection is a right, not a privilege — 

and that government cannot budget its way out of constitution-

al obligations. It affirms that the SRD grant is not a temporary 

charity but a permanent pillar of South Africa’s social protec-

tion floor. Finally, it affirms that rights, once advanced, cannot 

be rolled back. They must be “progressively realised”.

A pathway to basic income

The President, former Minister of Social Development, and the 

ANC have all committed to transitioning the SRD grant into a 

permanent Basic Income Support system. This judgment paves 

the way for a rights-based transition that will require the gov-

ernment to plan beyond annual extensions, link the grant to 

people’s lived realities, and ensure it reaches all who qualify. 

A test of the government’s integrity

The government publicly promises to expand social protection. 

In contrast, in court, it argues the opposite — that the grant is 

“temporary,” that applicants can apply from their “comforta-

ble homes,” that unemployment is “abating.” All of these claims 

are false. This case exposes the gap between the government’s 

public commitments and its actual conduct. 

1	  Lindiwe Zulu (2022, 3 June). New regulations on the payment 
of SRD Grant: DSD & SASSA briefing, with Ministry. Portfolio 
Committee on Social Development. https:// pmg.org.za/
committee-meeting/35125

2	  Expanded definition, including discouraged and unavailable 
workseekers. Stats SA QLFS 2026:Q1.

3	  Aged 15-24
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million
18.3

Working-age adults living 
below the food poverty 

line in 20221

43.7%
the proportion of the 

population that is 
unemployed2

60.9%
the rate of youth 
unemployment3

SRD 

The number of SRD payments made each month

million~7
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Real people, 
real harm

Joleen is one of 79 individuals who filed affidavits. 
Her story is repeated across millions of households.

93% of recipients spend their grant on food. Yet, the 
real value has fallen to R273. 
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R474
What the SRD 

grant would 
amount to 

today if it had 
kept up with 

inflation since 
2020. 

R273
Instead it has 
fallen to the 

equivalent of 
R273 in 2020 

Rands

A person needs at least R855 per 
month for food to not starve

per month
R855“My application was  

approved in 2020.  
Payments came regularly until March 2023, 

when my status changed to declined. The 
system erroneously detected an alternative 

source of income. But I am unemployed.”

Joleen Sampson, Eldorado Park

“I have been unable 
to secure work due to chronic 

illness. Since developing diabetes, it has been 
harder to keep in good health. The grant 

helps me buy the right food. But it is too little. 
No one in my household is employed.”

Vanessa Reece, SRD Grant Beneficiary

93%
of recipients spend their 

grant on food
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WHAT THE COURT ORDERED

Amend regulations to allow in-person 
applications at SASSA offices

 Reform the definition of “income” to mean 
only regular, legally entitled payments

Stop using unconstitutional bank verification 
and faulty database checks

Remove the budget cap that arbitrarily 
excludes qualifying applicants

Devise a plan within 4 months to 
progressively increase the grant value

Raise the means-test threshold from 
R624 and link it to inflation

Investigate and fix payment delays 
affecting 1.2 million beneficiaries

How can you 
show support?
The court needs to hear from us all. Here are three 
ways your efforts can help us defend the High 
Court victory.

1.	 MAKE NOISE AND INFORM OTHERS 

Share this factsheet online using the hashtags 
below. Make this invisible crisis visible.

Hashtags: #DefendSRD, #PayTheGrants, #IEJ

2.	 TALK TO YOUR PEOPLE

Send this factsheet to your family group, your 
church group, and your colleagues. Most South 
Africans do not know the SRD grant excludes 
people by design.

3.	 IF YOU ARE IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 
PLEASE COME TO COURT 
ON THE DAY

The Supreme Court of Appeal sits on 25 August 
2026. Your presence sends a message that South 
Africans are ready to defend their constitutional 
rights.

#DefendSRD #PayTheGrants #IEJ

Scan to read and share 
the online version

ONLINE VERSION 

iej.org.za
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