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YEAR IN REVIEW

2019 is coming to an end, and what a year it has been for the IEJ! We've
expanded our team, done valuable research, and hosted engagements about
the economic future of our country and continent.

A few highlights include:

Events and convenings

The 2nd annual Rethinking Economics for Africa
Festival

A place for conversations on the economics discipline, and
economics as a whole, aimed at students, academics and
the public; the REFA Festival hosted 450 attendees,
running 5 streams, with 11 universities and 8 countries
represented.

Challenging Economic Orthodoxies in Africa
Convening

We co-hosted a three-day conference in Senegal with



African academics and activists looking at the nature of
existing orthodoxies, both in economic policy making and
economic knowledge production.

Economic Literacy Workshops

We've run three 2-day workshops to train civil society
organisations on economic theory, concepts, history and
current policy debates. These continue into the new year.

Finance and Human Rights Dialogues

Spanning six dialogues, our Finance and Human Rights
Dialogue Series explored how a human rights framework
can help to evaluate the nature and functioning of the
financial system.

Macroeconomic Forum: Pushing Open the
Macroeconomic Space

A two-day forum with a range of partners exploring issues
of austerity, stimulus, taxation, the integration of macro and
industrial policy, and what a more developmental
macroeconomic policy framework would look like for South

Africa.
Research highlights

The cost of austerity: Five year review of budget United Nations' High-level
lessons for South Africa policies & outcomes Political Forum
We wrote a working paper We contributed to South Africa presented to
which gives a literature submissions made to the UN's central platform for
review of international Parliamentary committees follow-up and review of the
evidence on the efficacy of as part of Budget Justice SDG 2030 Agenda. IEJ
austerity policies. Coalition (BJC), that review  worked with our partner

the patterns of budgetary CESR to highlight our
spending over the last five government's shortfalls.
years.

Review of the Medium Term Budget Speech 2019

As part of the BJC, we contributed to a budget analysis,
using a intersectional feminist approach, demonstrating that
austerity has negative implications for human rights. The
submission calls on the government to stop its regressive
spending plans (austerity) proposed in the MTBPS and
proposes solutions. See our 'No To Austerity' video,
released for the 2019 Budget
Speech



A policy guide for pro-
employment
macroeconomic policies
in Africa

Commissioned by the
International Labour
Organization and African
Union Commission the IEJ

Eskom: The history of a
crisis foretold and where
to from here

An in-depth look at what has
led to the Eskom crisis and
what South Africa can do
next.

Financing for
development: Treating
public policy as untapped
markets

As private finances is touted
to solve development
challenges, we begin an
exploration of whether this

has drafted a policy guide Out in 2020 is a solution in South Africa
for Finance and Labour and the continent more
Ministries. broadly.
Out in 2020 Out in 2020
In the media

IEJ staff have made dozens of media appearances, written numerous op-eds and
contributed to a host of debates. Here's just three highlights.

Prof. Joseph Stiglitz speaks
to the IEJ on opportunities
for SA's economy but warns
‘austerity’ doesn’t deliver.

Researcher Busi Sibeko
breaks down austerity and
its impact on social
services.

Co-Director Neil Coleman
writes: Let’s build a new
economy for the many, not
just the few.



Building partnerships

Almost all the work of the IEJ takes place through the
partnerships we build

This year this has included working with:

South African CSOs in the Budget Justice Coaltion;
SECTION27 on budgets in health and education;
TrustAfrica on challenging economic orthodoxies;

Organised Labour at NEDLAC on macroeconomic policy;
Rethinking Economics for Africa Wits and UCT, UJ's
SARChI, Oxfam SA, Aporde, and IFAA on the REFA
festival;
CESR on input to the United Nations;
TIPS and WITS on the Feminist Economics Summer
School;
COSATU on austerity;
the International Labour Organization and African Union
Commission on pro-employment macroeconomic policy;
Tax Justice Network Africa on assessing the use of
research in tax justice advocacy;
the Centre for Human Rights on finance and human rights;
and many others we engaged with throughout the year.

Thank you to all our colleagues!

Workshops, conferences and more

Members of the IEJ have attended and been involved in a huge range of public events and
workshops from discussing the future of energy policy and a just transition, to running
seminars for government policy makers. Amongst numerous other activities, we've
presented in Parliament, debated live on TV, spoken at the ILO's Full Employment
Symposium, facilitated trainings with our partners and run our own book club.

We've also had the privilege of attending conferences around South Africa and across the



globe. These have included the International Association of Feminist Economics; the Pan
African Conference on lllicit Financial Flows and Taxation; the Regional Conference on
Economic Transformation, Decent Work, and Green Economy; the Bretton Woods
Projects' Gender Equality and Macroeconomics (GEM) Project workshop; the Care Work
and the Economy (CWE-GAM) Project; and the ILO's Regulating Decent Work
Conference, to name just a few

Growing the Institute!

New staff New office at 62 Juta Graduations!

Street, Braamfontein
In 2019, we gained three The |IEJ is also proud of
new Junior Researchers as  We've moved into our new researchers Busi Sibeko
part of the new Junior modern offices in and Sonia Phalatse, both of
Researchers Braamfontein. We look whom graduated from their
programme; and hired an forward to growing our Masters's programmes!

office manager to build IEJ's  Social Justice Hub in 2020.
organisational capacity.

Looking forward to 2020...

The Institute is excited about new research work planned for the future,
which expands into the African continent; extending the rethinking
economics movement; running a feminist economics summer school in
January; work on minimum and living wages; and continuing to shape the
debate on fiscal policy, state-owned enterprises and the integration
between economic justice and climate justice.

We look forward to 2020 and wish all our friends and partners happy
holidays and a happy new year.



