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FESTIVAL 
PROGRAMME 
6 SEPTEMBER

STREAM 1 STREAM 2 STREAM 3 STREAM 4 STREAM 5 FILMS
Kwame Nkrumah Room Wangari Maathai Room Stella Nyanzi Room Joan Robinson Room Rosa Luxemburg Room

Decolonising economics Environmental economics 
and the climate crisis

Economics and 
human rights

Heterodoxy, pluralism 
and  economics

Class, power and 
economics

Films

08:00–9:00 Registration

09:00-0945 Opening plenary

Session 1
10:00-11:30

What does it mean to 
decolonise the economics 
discipline?
• Achille Mbembe
• Nomalanga Mkhize
• Kamal Ramburuth-Hurt
• Nkateko Muloiwa (facilitator)

What’s a Green New Deal for 
Africa?
• Mark Swilling
• Vishwas Satgar
• Simphiwe Mdluli (facillitator)

Teaching economics for 
a just economy
• Danny Bradlow
• Pamela Mondliwa
• Sibusiso Kgare 

(facilitator)

Workshop: Feminist 
approaches to 
employment and 
globalisation
• Sara Stevano

Where is class and 
power in economics?
• Chris Malikane 
• Madondo Dladla 

(facilitator)

Dying for 
Gold  
(10:15-11:50)
Q&A  
(11:50-13:00)

11:30 - 11:45 Tea break

Session 2 
11:45-13:00

Do we need to decolonise 
African economies: an 
economic history perspective 
• Camalita Naicker
• Tshegofatso Putu (facilitator)

Workshop: Teaching the 
environment
• Gaylor Montmasson-Clair

Finance and human 
rights: household debt 
and dispossession 
• Erin Torkelson
• Gilad Isaacs
• Pamela Choga 

(facilitator)

Heterodox approaches 
to development in Africa 
• Nicolas Pons-Vignon
• Neva Makgetla
• Romano Harold 

(facilitator)

The intersections of 
class and gender in 
economic dispossession
• Melanie Samson
• Jayati Ghosh 
• Lindokuhle Njozela 

(facilitator)

13:00-13:45 Lunch

Session 3
13:45-15:00

Economic history and the 
history of economic thought in 
decolonising economics  
• Ushehwedu Kufakurinani
• Anne Mager
• Asanda Lobelo (facilitator)

Economic theory and climate 
policy: the case of a carbon tax 
• Reinhardt Arp
• Sharlin Hemraj 
• Jack Calland (facilitator)

Using human rights 
to transform gender 
relations: the case of 
gender responsive-
budgeting 
• Busi Sibeko
• Funzani Mtembu
• Phelisa Nkomo 

(facilitator)

What is “heterodox 
economics”, and so 
what?
• Nimrod Zalk
• Nokwanda Maseko 

(facilitator)

Complicating class in 
Africa
• Lebohang Pheko
• Mike Rogan
• Hameda Deedat
• Mzwanele Ntshwanti 

(facilitator)

Everything 
Must Fall 
(14:00-15:30)
Q&A with 
director 
(15:30-16:00)

Session 4
15:00-16:30

Does economics need 
intersectionality?
• Vuyokazi Futshane
• Danai Mupotsa
• Safia Khan
• Neo Mosala (facilitator)

Just transition: the case of 
Eskom
• Brian Kamanzi
• Jacklyn Cock
• Sandra van Niekerk
• Carilee Osborne (facilitator)

Maximising available 
resources: the 
intersection of 
constitutional rights and 
fiscal constraints 
• Candice Sehoma 
• Samantha Brener
• Seeraj Mohamed 
• TBC (facilitator)

Reteaching 
economics: lessons 
from curriculum reform 
around the world
• Sara Stevano
• Antonio Androeni 
• Tania Ajam (facilitator)

Challenges to working 
class organising in the 
21st century 
• Zwelinzima Vavi
• Jane Barrett
• Busi Sibeko (facilitator)

Home 
(16:15-17:45)

16:30-16:45 Tea break

Session 5
16:45-18:15

Thinking Critically About 
Development
• Awande Buthelezi
• Carilee Osborne

What does feminist economics 
add to studying the 
environment?
• Michelle S. Gale de Oliveira
• Mpumi Melaphi (facilitator)

Human rights and the 
economy
• Mark Heywood
• Thandi Matthews 
• TBC (facilitator)

Pluralism in South 
African economics
• Mark Swilling 
• Michelle Groenewald
• Zixiao Ma
• TBC (facilitator)

The black South African 
middle class and black 
tax
• Masana Ndinga-Kanga
• Mawethu Nkosana
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WELCOME MESSAGE
We have the pleasure of welcoming you to the 2019 Rethinking 
Economics for Africa (REFA) festival. 

This is the second time we will meet under this banner following the highly successful 
inaugural festival in 2018. REFA is part of the global “rethinking economics” movement 
that has gained momentum in the last decade. This movement builds on decades of 
hard work amongst (often marginalised) economists inside and outside of academia 
that were critical of the growing narrowness of the discipline. 

Since the inaugural festival a year ago, we have made significant headway in advancing 
the conversation about economics teaching and research in Africa. There are now 
REFA- affiliated student groups at 6 South African universities. REFA groups work 
in curriculum reform, promoting pluralism and making economics more accessible. 
Many of these have held a number of events and have begun processes to transform 
economics on their campuses.

When we started organising the REFA festival in 2018, we never dreamt that we would 
have 450 people in attendance and have to turn others away. The response this year 
has been even greater. This interest reflects a desire for diversity in our economics 
education and an enthusiasm for linking that education to real world events, particular 
the many economic challenges that we face.

We included “for Africa” in the title of the festival deliberately. Too often South African 
public discourse neglects our place on the African continent. We sought to create a 
festival that, while focused on South Africa, was imbedded within the political economy 
of Africa. There is much work to do on this front and we hope in future years to work 
with partners across the continent. 

The festival brings specific focus to feminist economics, a school of economic thought 
that hardly features in our universities, and challenges us to conceive a feminist future 
in which all people enjoy substantive equality. 

We have named this a “festival” and not a “conference” because we also wanted to give 
attention to learning outside of the classroom. We have an exciting cultural programme, 
exhibitions and interactive spaces. Please share your ideas with us so that we can grow 
these dimensions. 

This festival would not have been possible without the hard work of all the participating 
organisations, nor without the generous support of our sponsors, in particular the 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung South Africa Office. It has been a pleasure to work with such a 
dynamic group of people.

We hope this festival is able to bring people together to become aware of the diversity 
of this critical discipline, share resources and ideas, create links, empower and serve 
as a practical platform to movement-build. Let’s engage in a conversation about a new 
vision for both economics and the economy.

Organising committee

CONVENING ORGANISATIONS
The festival is hosted by the Institute for Economic Justice (IEJ) in 
collaboration with the Wits University, University of Johannesburg(UJ) 
and University of Cape Town (UCT) Rethinking Economics for 
Africa (REFA) chapters, the Institute for African Alternatives (IFAA), 
Oxfam South Africa, The South African Research Chair in Industrial 
Development, the African Programme on Rethinking Development 
Economics (APORDE) and Rock the Power.  

 The IEJ  is a new economic policy think-tank located in 
South Africa. By acting as a research, policy and advocacy 
hub, the IEJ provides policy makers and progressive social 
forces in South Africa, and the region, with access to 
rigorous economic analysis and coherent policy options. 
These form the basis for economic interventions which 
materially improve the lives of ordinary people. Interventions 
proposed by the IEJ seek to advance social justice and 
reduce inequality (along race, class, gender and other lines), 
promote equitable economic development that realises 
socio-economic rights, and ensure a thriving, democratic, 
environmentally sustainable and inclusive economy that 
places the needs of the majority at the centre.

 REFA Wits, UJ and UCT chapters  are student groups that 
aim to supplement and reform university curricula to ensure 
plurality, practical application and critical approaches to 
current issues facing the economies of South Africa and 
the continent at large. REFA promotes critical engagement 
with economics as a discipline, and uses economics in the 
university space to explore questions such as free education, 
inclusive growth, land redistribution and radical economic 
transformation. REFA also seeks to make economics more 
accessible to communities outside of the University space.

 IFAA  is an independent Pan-African institute committed 
to promoting sustainable development and economic and 
social justice in South Africa and the rest of Africa. IFAA 
engages in broad policy research and advocacy and aims to 
produce and promote constructive analysis of South African 
and African socioeconomic and political issues through its 
research, student and publications departments.  IFAA’s 
flagship publication is New Agenda: South African Journal 
of Social and Economic Policy which serves as a vehicle 
for a number of research areas with a specific emphasis on 
political economy. 
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SPONSORS 
This festival would not be possible without the generous sponsorship 
of certain funders. 

 The Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) South Africa 
Office,  in its support of the IEJ, is a sponsor of the 
festival. The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) is the 
oldest political foundation in Germany with a rich 
tradition dating back to its foundation in 1925. Today, 
it remains loyal to the legacy of its namesake and 
campaigns for the core ideas and values of social 
democracy: freedom, justice and solidarity. It has a 
close connection to social democracy and free trade 
unions. In South Africa the FES has worked in close 
cooperation with the ANC, COSATU and different 
civil society organisations for better socio-economic 
development and for gender equality in South Africa.

The Open Society Foundation’s Women’s Rights  
 Program  supports the festival through its grant to 
the IEJ for the IEJ’s feminist economics work.

 The Young Scholars Initiative (YSI)  is an 
international community comprised of students, 
young professionals and researchers. YSI seeks 
to support initiatives coming from young scholars 
who want to explore new approaches and build 
communities around new economic thinking. 

SARChI,  listed on page 6, contributed funds. 

 Oxfam South Africa (OZA)  is an independent organisation 
and the first African affiliate of the Oxfam Confederation. 
OZA’s mission is to contribute lasting solutions to the 
injustice of poverty and inequality through mobilising the 
power of people, centring womxn and gender non-binary 
people to claim their rights and participate as full agents 
in their societies and lives, challenge systems which 
perpetuate poverty and inequality and participate fully in 
shaping decisions, policies and processes which affect their 
lives and hold power to account.  

 The DST/NRF South African Research Chair in Industrial  
 Development (SARChI)  focuses on research and capacity-
building in the field of industrial development. Activities are 
centred around research projects, training and supervision 
of graduate students, hosting postdoctoral fellows and 
research visitors, and engagement in projects such as 
conferences, workshops, seminars, training courses, and 
public and policy engagements. Bursaries are available 
to excellent students undertaking postgraduate study in 
economics in the area of industrial development or related 
topics. Heterodox approaches are especially encouraged.  
The centre is hosted at the University of Johannesburg.

 APORDE  or African Programme on Rethinking 
Development Economics (APORDE) is an annual training 
programme that brings together academics, policymakers 
and civil society representatives to investigate economic 
development options. It aims to build capacity in economics 
and economic policymaking. The course is run for two 
weeks and consists of lectures and seminars. 

 Powerfest   is a free, travelling, pop-up festival of ideas 
focused on popular education on money, business, banking 
and economic systems, history and alternatives from around 
the world so that we can know better, do better and 
choose better. We co-host film screenings, workshops, 
seminars, performance art, exhibitions, demonstrations, 
with like-minded partners anywhere in the world. We 
can also be found online at https://web.facebook.com/
POWERFULIDEASFEST and www.powerfest.rocks. Let’s 
rock the power together.
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Johannesburg is the largest city in South Africa with a 
population of about four and a half million people and one of 
fifty largest urban areas in the world. 
The city, which is part of Gauteng Province, was established in 1886 
following the discovery of gold on what had been a farm. Johannesburg 
is often described as Africa’s economic powerhouse and has more than 
one central business district. Wits University, which hosts this historical 
festival, is a remarkable university that is internationally distinguished 
for its excellent research, high academic standards and commitment to 
social justice. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Location of festival:  University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg

 Venue  FNB Building, on the West Campus of University of Witwatersrand. 

 Entrance   via Empire Road entrance, Yale Road entrance or Enoch Sontonga 
Road entrance. 

 Access   Any vehicle or pedestrian can access Wits by collecting a visitor’s 
card at the booms. There will be signposts pointing to the venue. 

SCHOOL OF 
ACCOUNTING

(FESTIVAL VENUE)

PARKING

 JORISSEN 
STREET 

/YALE ROAD 
ENTRANCE

ENOCH 
SONTONGA  
/YALE ROAD 
ENTRANCE

PARKING

EMPIRE ROAD 
/YALE ROAD 
ENTRANCEPARKING

PARKING
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Location of accommodation
Those the festival has organised to accommodate will be staying in the nearby 
suburb of Melville, at one of these guesthouses:
• The Pathways Guesthouse: G99 Auckland Ave, Auckland Park
• Arum Place Guesthouse: 15 1st St, Melville: 011 482 5247

Students are staying at:
• Homebase Melville: 37 1st Ave, Melville, Johannesburg, South Africa: 011 482 5797
• The Bannister Hotel: 9 De Beer St, Braamfontein: 011 403 6888

Melville is a lively neighbourhood with restaurants and bars. It is generally safe to walk 
from the guesthouses to the main strip (7th Street), but guest should be alert at all time 
and not walk alone at night. 

Transport
Arrangements have been made for residential participants to be shuttled between the 
Guest House at Melville and Wits where the festival takes place.

Transport will leave each morning between 8:15am and 8:30am and you will be advised 
in advance.

Personal safety in Johannesburg
The festival venue and residential facility are very safe for all participants. Nonetheless, 
participants are advised to take precaution in movements, especially outside of the 
campus and in and around Johannesburg CBD. 

Emergency contacts
General & Logistics: 
• Bandile Ngidi, +27 81 481 4316 (can be phoned or Whatsapped)
• Pamela Choga, +27 78 793 2866, pamela.choga@iej.org.za

Accommodation and transport for contributors:  
• Abnavien King, +27 60 559 7172, abnavien.king@fes.southafrica.org

Accommodation and transport for students: 
• Nazli Jossie, +27 68 140 1218, nazli@travel-click.co.za

Joburg student events: 
• Kamal Ramburuth-Hurt, +27 82 972 5818, kamalramhurt@gmail.com
• Charles Ma, +27 84 773 6726, zixiao.ma1@gmail.com 

INTRODUCTION TO THE REFA FESTIVAL
The festival brings together approximately 450 academics, students, 
researchers, policymakers, public servants, activists, unionists and 
members of the public to begin a new conversation about the present 
and future of economic thinking, teaching and public debate in South 
Africa. 

This conversation is necessitated by the multi-faceted challenges facing economics 
today. Over the last decade, the economic mainstream, on its own, has failed to 
account for unfolding economic events or to suggest effective and equitable solutions 
to the manifold crises confronting society. The festival is part of a search for an 
economics discourse, education and practice that can address the multiple challenges 
facing Africa, in particular South(ern) Africa, and contribute towards the building of a 
more just and equal society.

In the course of the one-day festival, the following concerns underpin the need for a 
‘rethinking economics’ movement and form the basis for our conversation:
• The dominance of neoclassical economics and its presentation as the entirety of the 

‘economics discipline’ together with economics’ self-portrayal as value-free ‘truth’;
• The intellectual narrowness that has crept into the discipline in recent decades and 

the marginalisation of non-neoclassical schools of thought that are often depicted 
as ‘ideologically polluted’ or simply passé;

• The lack of appreciation of economics as an intellectual discipline, in historical 
evolution, intertwined with multiple political and social realities and other 
disciplines;

• The neglect within economics of methodological pluralism;
• The Anglo-US centric and androcentric nature of the discipline, and thus its failure 

to effectively represent the experiences of other countries and marginalised groups; 
• And the inaccessibility of economic discourses to the ‘woman on the street’.
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In our context, we also take cognisance of the following realities:
• The paucity of the teaching of African political economy and the history of African 

economic thought;
• The dominance of white males in the field, in both their numbers and voice, and in 

particular the underrepresentation of black women; and
• The recent challenges posed by the decolonisation movement.

While focusing on the discipline of economics, this is a festival for both economists 
and non-economists that seeks to demystify and make accessible economic debates. 
It creates a space to discuss the current state of the discipline and what sort of 
economics discourse can provide the basis for an appropriate understanding of 
contemporary economic phenomena in pursuit of coherent and socially-relevant 
economic paradigms able to tackle South African, African and global issues. The 
programme favours multi- and inter-disciplinary approaches and we encourage 
participation from those currently within the “economic mainstream” and outside of it.

In creating this space we aim to:
• Put people’s everyday concerns at the centre of economic discussions, prioritising 

issues faced by poor and working-class people, and women in particular;
• Learn about the state of the discipline in Africa, and South Africa in particular;
• Question whether the neoclassical bias of the discipline offers sufficient 

understanding of economic reality, and the role that this bias may have played in 
shaping the status quo;

• Bring to the fore the wealth of economic ideas and schools of thought that exist – 
such as Classical, Marxist, Neoclassical, Keynesian, Feminist, Institutionalist and 
Ecological economics – and the contributions of great African social scientists and 
philosophers;

• Advance methodological pluralism;
• Advance the need to reflect this wealth of ideas and methods in the composition of 

faculty and ‘economic experts’ in government and media;
• Discuss challenges faced by African economies, and in South Africa in particular, 

through diverse analytical lenses;
• Bring economics and economists in conversation with the struggle for social justice;
• Bring people together to become aware of this diversity, share resources and ideas, 

create links, empower and serve as a practical platform to movement-build.

The festival is organised around five major streams or thematic areas (each of them 
made up of a number of sessions of varying length and style), interspersed with art, 
film, exhibitions and interactive educational approaches in a creative and dynamic 
way, cognisant of the essence of the festival and the project of ‘rethinking economics’ 
movement building. 

THE FIVE STREAMS
1. Decolonising Economics

This stream is intended to unpack two distinct but interrelated questions: that 
of decolonising economics and decolonising the economy especially on the 
African continent. 

The process of colonisation involved colonising powers, mainly from Europe, 
imposing extractive and exploitative economic relationships on colonies (in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America and elsewhere) as well as social systems and 
physical infrastructure to maintain these economic relationships. Much of 
orthodox economics does not engage critically with this history or the related 
questions of power, inequality, dominance etc. In so doing it often rests on a set of 
assumptions that it presents as value-free but which, in reality, rest on particular 
social and political value systems that are themselves embedded in this history as 
well as into contemporary economic practices. 

In higher education globally, there has been a call for “decolonisation” in light 
of the above. However, what this means in practice, especially in relation to 
economics remains ill-defined. This stream aims to begin the process of clarifying 
what the goals of decolonisation are as well as the various possible approaches 
to a decolonised curricula and specifically, how this applies to economics and the 
economy. It would also ask how economic knowledge can be produced in order to 
incorporate diverse knowledge and value systems.  

2. Environmental economics and the climate crisis
The natural environment and ecological systems have not been adequately 
considered in dominant economic theory – beyond merely an ‘externality’. 

However, the unsustainable plundering of the earth’s resources has resulted in 
an environmental, social and economic crisis that have shown the unviability of 
such an approach. Recent reports- for example by the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) - have noted the urgency of reversing trends in global 
heating caused by greenhouse gas emissions. At the same time, the impact 
of climate crisis is unequal: the countries that are worst affected are often the 
lowest contributors to global CO2 emissions. They are also some of the least 
developed, making populations increasingly vulnerable. This stream looks at 
imagining a different economy, one which is cognisant of sustainability, justice and 
development. It aims to interrogate policy surrounding climate change, how the 
environment is excluded from GDP measures, and how climate change is relevant 
for South Africa and the continent.  It also questions the trend in responding to the 
climate crisis that promotes eco-friendliness on an individual level while ignoring 
the much larger role corporations play in the climate breakdown. 
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3. Economics and Human Rights
A growing body of literature and advocacy has argued that a human rights 
approach is an appropriate and useful means through which to tackle issues of 
economic governance. 

This pushes questions of economics beyond their usual technocratic domain of 
“development”, “efficiency” or “growth”. It also pushes the boundaries of rights-
based research and advocacy, traditionally focused either on political and civil 
rights, or the realisation of specific social, economic and cultural rights without due 
attention to a broader analysis of economic structure(s).

A human rights approach requires us to consider how we structure and regulate 
the economy in such a manner that it serves the interests of the general public. 
Radhika Balakrishnan, James Heintz and Diane Elson argue that “the human rights 
approach offers an alternative for assessing economic policies and outcomes. The 
goals of social justice are expressed in terms of the realization of rights – both civil 
and political rights and also economic, social, and cultural rights. The human rights 
approach allows for a complex interaction between individual rights, collective 
rights, and collective action. It sees policy as a social and political process that 
should conform to human rights standards, not as a purely technocratic exercise.” 

A human rights approach to the economy- which is the focus of this stream- seeks 
to question: what should the economy do and why? How do we assess the economy 
and its operations and judge its outcomes, relative to people? How could we use a 
rights based framework in order to mobilise for a different type of economy? 

4. Heterodoxy, pluralism and economics
Economics is a rich and diverse discipline with deep historical roots. 
Unfortunately, this is often neglected in our economics education which 
tends to be dominated by fairly contemporary, mathematically-heavy 
approaches that presume to depict how the economy operates, and are 
presented as value-free ‘truth’. 

In the wave of action of “rethinking” economics over the last few years, much as 
been said and done to critique mainstream economics- but more must be done 
to systematise, organise and make coherent the broad set of “alternative” or 
“heterodox” approaches. 

This stream explores debates related to the current state of heterodox economics, 
and also what insights different schools of economic thought can give in solving 
the economic problems that the continent faces. The stream will also take stock of 
lessons learnt and progress made in movements for progressive economics from 
around the world.  

5. Class, Power and Economics 
A person’s “class” can be loosely defined as the broad group in society that 
a person fits into e.g. working class, middle class). This is based on their 
economic power and/or their relation to the means of economic production. 
A person’s class very strongly determines their economic and social life, and 
even how they are valued in society. 

The concept consists of (much) more than a person’s falling within a certain 
income percentile. Class has ramifications for people’s access to basic needs, basic 
services as well as social experiences. 

In the alternative schools of thought in economics, the concept of class is 
hegemonic as the primary way of analysing where people are placed in the 
economy and society, and (thus) of analysing and organising political activity. 
However, in South Africa and other postcolonial contexts, it competes with race, 
gender (and in some countries, tribe or ethnic group) in the above function. 

This stream looks at the concept of class critically, to see how well it can help us to 
understand the world around us. It also looks at how the different classes in society 
participate in the economy.
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SESSION DETAILS
1. Decolonising Economics

What does it mean to decolonise the economics discipline?
This stream unpacks what it means, theoretically and in practice, to decolonize 
economics and address questions about representation within economics. It 
will discuss the kinds of economic topics studied as well as their methodological 
approaches. The session will include a broad overview of the discourse around 
decolonizing the university and the various debates and contestations within that. It 
will give some ideas about what the process looks like in a practical way. 

Do we need to decolonise African economies?
Colonisation was a dominant force on the African continent and shaped much 
of the terrain on which contemporary economies developed. This session asks 
what the main features of a colonial economy are. It then asks whether this is still 
applicable today-across the continent but also in South Africa specifically. 

The role of economic history and the history of economic thought in 
decolonising economics 
In many economics departments, economic history and the history of economic 
thought are barely taught, it at all. A lack of economic history often limits students 
ability to understand the real world context in which the economy operates. 
Similarly, ignorance of the history of economic thought means that the current 
dominant paradigm in economics is taught as a primordial truth like that of physics. 
This stream aims to explore the role that teaching history in economics can play in 
decolonising curriculum and research. 

Does economics need intersectionality?
Intersectionality has become a popular frame for people seeking an emancipatory 
politics and, by extension, an emancipatory academia. This sessions asks about 
the relevance of intersectionality to economics. In doing so, it hopes to explore 
which economic theories help us to understand how the economy serves to uphold 
oppression and discrimination based on race, gender or sexuality. 

Workshop: Thinking critically about development 
This session will be an interactive workshop on the question of development. It will 
do this through extracts from various texts including from Ryszard Kapuściński’s 
book “The Emperor” which looks at the last days of Haile Selassie’s regime in 
Ethiopia. This session hopes to introducing participants to different pedagogical 
models to learning while also getting them to question mainstream discourses 
regarding the question of “development”. 

2. Environmental economics and the climate crisis
What’s a Green New Deal for Africa?
Recently, a number of politicians and activists - primarily in the Global North – have 
proposed a Green New Deal (GND) as the way to both transform the economy and 
meet the challenge of the climate crisis. This session explores what a GND is and, 
in particular, what such a plan would look like for Africa. 

Teaching the environment
This session explores the extent to which current economics curriculums equip 
students to engage with environmental issues by unpacking principles, concepts 
and/or tools in teaching about the environment in economics curricula to equip 
future economists to engage with environmental issues

What does feminist economics add to studying the environment?
Climate change affects women and men differently. Women are often responsible 
for gathering and producing food, collecting water and sourcing fuel for heating 
and cooking. With climate change, these tasks are becoming more difficult. 
Extreme weather events such as droughts and floods, also, have a greater impact 
on the poor and most vulnerable – 70% of the world’s poor are women. This session 
looks at how using feminist economics and a gender lens can help us better 
understand the relationship between economics, the environmental crisis and 
those people that the crisis affects in the worst ways – women in least developed 
countries. 

Economic theory and climate policy: the case of a carbon tax
South Africa is the world’s 14th largest emitter of greenhouse gases (GHGs). Its 
CO2 emissions are principally due to a heavy reliance on coal. One of the proposed 
solutions has been the introduction of a carbon tax, and in May 2019, President 
Cyril Ramaphosa signed the 2019 Carbon Tax Act into South African law. This 
session asks: What is the carbon tax and how does it work in South Africa? Who 
pays carbon tax? Is it a good behaviour influencing tool? 

Just Transition: Eskom Case Study
One of the problems with the proposal to move global economies away from 
goal and other extractives is the question of what happens to the workers in 
those sectors and the communities that rely on them. In response, activists have 
proposed the idea of a Just Transition. This session explores that the term “just 
transition” means and entails? It does this by focusing in particular on Eskom. 



Rethinking Economics for Africa Festival 2019Rethinking Economics for Africa Festival 2019 1918

3. Economics and Human Rights
Human Rights and the Economy
Ordinarily, we think of ‘human rights’ as belonging to the field of law and politics, 
and being separate from economics. Exciting progress has been made in 
demonstrating how the frameworks, and language of human rights (as developed 
and used by international and local institutions) can be applied to guide how 
financial, business and economic decisions should be made. 
This session gives a broad overview of these frameworks and how they apply to 
economics and economic decision-making in order to promote human wellbeing.

“Maximising available resources” to “progressively realise” rights: the 
intersection of constitutional rights and fiscal constraints
The South African Constitution, and continental and international declarations 
bestow the right to food, shelter and sanitation (amongst others) to human beings, 
and also encourage or bind governments with the responsibility to provide these 
rights. But there is always a tension between the envisioned ideals, and the 
practical problems of funding and capacity challenges.
This session takes a look at how governments (and other institutions, to some 
extent) have to pull off the balancing act of being compelled to mobilise all available 
resources to meet their obligations to citizens or only realising these rights over time.

Using human rights to transform gender relations: the case of gender 
responsive budgeting 
Gender responsive budgeting is when deliberate action is taken to make sure that 
national budgets allocate resource is a gender-equitable way.
This session looks at how gender responsive budgeting works and analyses its 
ability and value in ensuring improved access to rights, better lives and livelihoods. 
In doing so it will focus on an analysis of successes, failures and lessons learnt in 
advocating for and implementing gender responsive budgeting in South Africa

Bridging the disciplinary divide: What should economics students be taught in 
order to engage with questions of a just economy?
This session asks whether we should be teaching economics students different 
skills and theories to allow them to ask the deep, foundational questions about 
the purpose of the economy. In answering this it will explore the shift away from 
teaching economics as a value-free ‘hard’ science, to seeing how political and 
social values intersect with economics. It will also explore the role human rights 
play as a normative framework in engaging with questions of what a just economy 
may look like

Finance and human rights: household debt and dispossession
Access to housing is critical: owning or having access to a house provides both social 
and economic security and a sense of dignity. However, the decades-long effort to 
provide housing has shown that governments often need to partner with financial 
institutions like banks or use financial instruments such as grants and loans.  

 
This session looks at the lessons and insights learnt around how the involvement of 
financial institutions in housing provision has both helped and hindered the extension 
of housing to those who need it the most.

Finance and human rights: Household debt and dispossession 
According to SARB, for the ‘average’ household, for every R100 of disposable 
income earned, R 72.70 goes towards paying off debt. This has severe economic 
and social consequences and hampers the ability of the poor to build wealth and 
improve their economic situation. 
This session goes into the economics of household debt, its role in the economy 
and how human rights and law can provide protections for the vulnerable.

4. Heterodoxy, pluralism and economics
What is heterodox economics?
A growing number of academics and ordinary people have criticised mainstream 
economics for being too removed from reality and being inadequate in helping us 
understand and combat the social and environmental ills we face.
This session will outline what is meant by the broad term ‘heterodox economics’ 
and outline the current debates on the nature of the field. It will have a specific 
focus on the Global South experience.  

Reteaching Economics: lessons from curriculum reform around the world
For at least a decade, academics and students have been attempting to change 
how economics is taught. Many have launched successful campaigns to do this. 
This session will be a place to share these experiences. the successes and lessons 
learnt in bringing about curriculum reform from other parts of the world

Pluralism in South African Economics education
This session will look at how pluralism in economics education can be promoted 
in South Africa. Participants will share their own experiences and lessons learnt in 
promoting pluralism in teaching economics  with a focus on curriculum content, 
pedagogy and extracurricular activities. 

Topics from feminist economics: globalisation and women 
Globalisation is the process via which economic activities (like trade and 
production) across the globe become increasingly more interlinked and dependent 
on one another. Focus is usually placed in its benefits, but globalisation affects 
everyone on the globe in unequal ways.  This session will look at the impact of 
globalization on the place of women in the economy. 

Heterodox approaches to development in Africa 
This session will take the theory and policy recommendations given by heterodox 
economics and ask what they mean for the question of development in Africa.
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5. Class, power and economics
Where is class and power in economics?
This session will look at two key concepts in understanding politics and economics: 
‘class’ and ‘power’. It will ask whether these concepts are present or absent in 
economics teaching and research and the implications for teaching, research and 
understanding society

The intersections of class and gender in economic dispossession
This session asks how gender intersects with class and what the implications are 
for economic research, policy and advocacy. It will involve a discussion on the ways 
in which gender intersects with class in developing countries (especially Africa) 
and the implications for economics research, policy and advocacy

Complicating class in Africa: Informality, peasanty and the precariat
This session will be a critical discussion on the usefulness of the traditional concept 
of “class” (particularly “working class”) for understanding economics and society in 
Africa, It will ask what alternative tools of analysis can be used especially given how 
informality and precarity complicate the idea of the “working class”. It will explore 
the related implications for theory, research and policy.

Challenges to working class organising in the 21st century
This session will explore the challenges faced in working class struggle, as 
influenced by 21st century factors such as the changing nature of work, the 
capitalist crisis, technological developments and others. It will host a discussion on 
effective strategies for facing 21st century challenges. 

The role of the black middle class in South Africa’s economic development/The 
black South African middle class – black tax
This session will aim to understand the role of the black middle class in South 
Africa. It will unpack the economic lives of black middle class South Africans. 

FILMS
In partnership with Rock The Power!: A Festival of Powerful Ideas. 

Dying For Gold 
(2018, 99 minutes, Catherine Meyburgh & Richard Pakleppa)
Screened at: 10:15, followed by discussion with Ntokozo Moloi, Justice of Miners campaign.
For over 120 years hundreds of thousands of black men from Southern Africa have left 
their families to dig for gold and produce the wealth of South Africa. Today these mining 
communities face severe poverty and the world’s greatest epidemic of silicosis and tuberculosis 
caused by exposure to silica dust in gold mines. 
The true cost of South Africa’s wealth is revealed by the juxtaposition of present day gold miner 
stories with the archive from state and mining records and propaganda films. The film reveals 
the untold story of how industrialised South Africa was built on a foundation of modern slavery 
since the early 1900’s. Dying for Gold is also a story of the deep love and family bonds between 
men, women and children through experiences of unspeakable suffering, pain and death.
In July 2019, 6 mining companies agreed to an historic R5 billion settlement to compensate 
some of the sick and dying miners. Dying for Gold is part of the campaign to secure justice for 
the miners.

Everything Must Fall  
(2018, 93 minutes, Rehad Desai)
Screened at: 14:00
An unflinching look at the #FeesMustFall student movement that burst onto the South African 
political landscape in 2015 as a protest over the cost of education, and morphed into the most 
militant national revolt since the country’s first democratic elections in 1994. The story is told 
by four student leaders at Wits University and their Vice Chancellor, Adam Habib, a left-wing, 
former anti-apartheid student activist. When Habib’s efforts to contain the protest fail, he brings 
1000 police on to campus. There are dire consequences for the young leaders: Mcebo Dlamini is 
arrested and charged with serious offences, Shaeera Kalla is shot 13 times with rubber-coated 
bullets; others, fearing the involvement of the state security agencies, are forced into hiding. 

Home 
(2009, 93 minutes, Luc Besson)
Screened at: 16:15
Home is one of the most powerful environmental films of all time featuring the work of 
acclaimed aerial photographer Yann Arthus-Bertrand, whose breath-taking cinematography, 
covers landscapes in 54 countries and offers an unique opportunity to witness our changing 
environment from a rare vantage point we will not be able to experience anywhere else. 
Bertrand’s views of Earth from above are so powerfully exquisite they will bring you to tears. 
Along with its enthralling images, the film delivers alarming statistics about how quickly we are 
transforming our beautiful planet- the only ‘home’ we have-into an uninhabitable place. 
Narrated by Glenn Close the film was produced to inspire action and encourage thoughtful 
debate” since we only had 10 years to reverse the destructive trend.  
10 years later with The Arctic and The Amazon rainforest literally on fire, the film raises the 
burning question has anything changed? Or are we still destroying the only home we have? 
And more importantly what do we do about it?
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Brian Kamanzi
Brian Kamanzi is an Independent Researcher at the Institute for Social Research. Brian 
has previously worked at the CSIR and is currently awaiting grading on an Msc in 
Electrical Engineering from the University of Cape Town. Brian Kamanzi has interests 
in renewable energy and the Just Transition and is passionate about contributing to 
broader and deeper struggles for political, social and economic equality and equity.

Busi Sibeko
Busi is a researcher at the Institute for Economic Justice (IEJ). She holds a Bachelor 
of Science in Economics from Duke University and a Masters in the Political Economy 
of Development from SOAS, University of London. Busi’s current research focus 
is macroeconomic policy, including tax justice, fiscal and monetary policy, and 
participatory budgeting to advance socio-economic rights. She also provides research 
support to the labor constituency. She is currently exploring the feminist political 
economy and is determined to be a part of unwinding structural injustice.

Camalita Naicker
Camalita Naicker is a lecturer in the Historical Studies Department at the University of 
Cape Town. She holds an MA in Political Studies from Rhodes University. Her research 
focuses on popular politics in contemporary histories of land and labour struggles in 
South Africa. She has written on the Marikana Massacre; #Feesmustfall and gender 
and ethnicity in the trade union movement.

Candice Sehoma 
Candice Sehoma has held the position of Access Campaign Advocacy Officer for 
Doctors Without Borders (MSF) Southern Africa  for the two past years. She has been 
advocating a change in South Africa’s patent laws which put the rights of patent-
holders before the rights of patients. She previously worked for the Building Blocks 
Foundation, which is an organisation she founded which seeks to improve sanitation 
conditions in Alexandra. She completed her undergraduate degree in Psychology and 
furthered her studies in Development Studies with the University of Pretoria. Candice 
is the South African Washington Alumni as well as a One Young World ambassador. 
She is passionate about development, particularly in the areas of access to health care, 
gender issues and economic development.

Carilee Osborne
Carilee Osborne is a researcher at the Institute for African Alternatives (IFAA). 
Previously she worked with parliaments in SADC to strengthen the legislatures 
engagement with the national budget process. She holds an MPhil in Justice and 
Tranformation from the University of Cape Town. Her research interests include 
South African politics, intellectual history, policy theory and political economy. She is 
passionate about political education and economic literacy.  

CONTRIBUTORS
We’re honoured to have a fabulous line up of contributors to the 
festival. 

Achille Mbembe
Achille Mbembe is a philosopher, political scientist, and public intellectual. He obtained 
his doctoral degree at the Université Paris 1 (Panthéon-Sorbonne) in 1989 and 
subsequently obtained the D.E.A. in Political Science at the Institut d’études politiques, 
Paris. Mbembe is a Research Professor of History and Politics at the Wits Institute for 
Social and Economic Research in Johannesburg, South Africa and a Visiting Professor 
in the Department of Romance Studies at the Franklin Humanities Institute, Duke 
University. He has also held appointments at Columbia University, Berkeley, Yale 
University, and the University of California. Mbembe’s research interests lie in the 
social sciences and African history and politics. More precisely, Mbembe investigates 
the “postcolony” that comes after decolonization. He is especially interested in the 
emergence of “Afro-cosmopolitan culture,” together with the artistic practices that are 
associated with it. Mbembe is the winner of the 2006 Bill Venter/ Altron Award for his 
book On the Postcolony (Berkley, University of California Press, 2011)

Anne Mager
Anne Mager is Emerita Professor of Historical Studies at the University of Cape Town. 
She taught Economic and Social History in the Department of Historical Studies from 
1990 to 2016. She has published in the areas of economic history, gender history, 
African history and conceptual history.  Select publications: Anne Kelk Mager and 
Phiko Jeffrey Velelo, The House of Tshatshu: Power, Politics and Chiefs North West of the 
Great Kei River 1818-2018 (UCT Press, 2018), Beer, Sociability and Masculinity in South 
Africa (Indiana University Press and UCT Press, 2010) and Gender and the Making of 
a South African Bantustan: A Social History of the Ciskei, 1945-1959  (James Currey/
Heinemann and David Philip in 1999), one edited volume, The Cambridge History of 
South Africa Volume II (Cambridge University Press, 2012), several chapters in books 
and articles in leading international journals including Past and Present, the Journal of 
African History and the Journal of Southern African Studies.

Antonio Andreoni 
Antonio Andreoni (PhD Cambridge) is Senior Lecturer in Economics at SOAS 
University of London and Research Director of the Anti-Corruption Evidence (ACE) 
Research Consortium (DFID). At SOAS Antonio is Principal Investigator for Governing 
financialisation, innovation and productivity in UK manufacturing (Gatsby Foundation) 
and South Africa – Towards Inclusive Economic Development (UNU-WIDER). His 
research in technological and organisational change, industrial ecosystems, structural 
and institutional dynamics, and industrial policy has appeared in various journals 
such the Cambridge Journal of Economics and the Oxford Review of Economic Policy. 
Antonio is also co-editor of L’Industria and Life Member of Clare Hall, Cambridge. 
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Funzani Mtembu
Funzani Mtembu, an Investment Analyst by profession, is currently studying her 
postgrad in economic sociology at the University of Witwatersrand and sits as a 
director of an NGO named Kaelo Naledi, which provides basic university necessities 
for black girls. She has written for publications such as Daily Maverick, Joburg Post, 
Culture Review and Racebaitr and presented in various platforms including the Global 
Status of Women and Girls at Christopher Newport University and City University of 
New York. She has organised in various social movements including Fees Must Fall 
and Soweto Women’s Forum. She also writes and speaks on issues such as the political 
economy, Pan Africanism, Decolonisation and feminist economy. Her passion and 
interest lies in economic policy as it relates to the lived experiences of African women 
as well as decolonising economics.

Gaylor Montmasson-Clair
Gaylor Montmasson-Clair is a Senior Economist at Trade & Industrial Policy Strategies 
(TIPS), a South-Africa-based economic policy think-tank, where he leads work on 
Sustainable Growth. Prior to TIPS, Gaylor worked at the Department of Economic 
Affairs for Southern Africa of the Embassy of France and the Economics and Trade 
Branch of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). He holds a Master’s 
degree in International Affairs from the Grenoble Institute of Political Studies, France 
as well as a Master’s degree in Energy and Environment Economics from the Grenoble 
Faculty of Economics, France. Gaylor has carried extensive research on the transition 
to a sustainable development pathway from a developing country perspective, with a 
focus on policy frameworks, industrial development and energy security.

Gilad Isaacs
Gilad Isaacs is an economist at Wits University and co-director of the Institute for 
Economic Justice, a new policy think tank. At Wits, Gilad coordinates the National 
Minimum Wage Research Initiative and lectures. He has worked as a consultant for the 
United Nations’ International Labour Organization (ILO) and Global Labour University. 
Gilad has a PhD in economics from SOAS University of London, and a background in 
civil society activism.

Hameda Deedat
Hameda Deedat has been the Acting Executive Director of NALEDI for almost 4 
years. NALEDI is the research arm for COSATU. She is also a senior researcher in 
the organisation and has continued to undertake research into key areas that impact 
labour and the working class in South Africa and internationally. Her current areas of  
research and interests are the 4IR, climate change and the just transition with a specific 
focus on energy, the NMW, global value chains and its impact on organising and the 
gendered impact of formalising the informal economy. Her other areas of research and 
expertise are  water, gender and international trade.

Chris Malikane
Chris Malikane is an Associate Professor of Economics at the University of 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. He is also the Director of the Macro-Financial Analysis 
Group at the School of Economic and Business Sciences at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. Prof Malikane holds a PhD in Economics obtained from the New School 
for Social Research, New York. He received the Edith Henry Johnson Memorial Award – 
New School – for Social Research in New York for an Outstanding PhD Dissertation in 
Economics. He has done research on macroeconomics, monetary economics, financial 
economics, development economics, political economy, growth and business cycles.

Daniel Bradlow
Daniel Bradlow is SARCHI Professor of International Development Law and African 
Economic Relations at the University of Pretoria and Professor Emeritus at American 
University Washington College of Law. He was previously the first Head of International 
Economic Relations and Policy Department at the South African Reserve Bank and 
Professor of Law and Director of the International Legal Studies Program at American 
University Washington College of Law. He has also served as the Chair of the Roster 
of Experts for the Independent Review Mechanism at the African Development Bank. 
He has published numerous books and articles on topics including the international 
law applicable to international financial institutions, finance and human rights, global 
economic governance, international development law and the use of hard and soft 
international law in advocating for social change.

Danai Mupotsa
Danai Mupotsa is a senior lecturer in the Department of African Literature at the 
University of the Witwatersrand. She holds an undergraduate degree in Africana 
Studies, Women’s Studies and an interdisciplinary major titled “Race, Sex, Gender and 
Development”, from Luther College. Danai holds a B. Soc. Sci (Hons) in Gender and 
Transformation, and an M. Soc. Sci in Gender Studies from the University of Cape Town. 
Her PhD was awarded in African Literature at Wits. Danai’s research and interests are 
broadly concerned with questions of power, pedagogy and intimacy.

Erin Torkelson
Erin is currently a PhD candidate in geography at UC Berkeley. She is a critical human 
geographer interested in the cultural politics of new social welfare innovations in the 
global South. Her work sits at the intersection of development studies, economic 
geographies, African studies, and postcolonial/feminist science and technology 
studies. In addition to her doctoral work, Erin is a consultant for the Black Sash, 
supporting their efforts to design a new social grant payment system. Likewise, she has 
presented her research to the South African Constitutional Court, the National Credit 
Regulator, and the Banking Association of South Africa. Her current project, Taken 
for Granted, explores how a preeminent, state-sponsored cash transfer program has 
become a means of dispossession in post-apartheid South Africa.
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Mark Heywood 
Mark Heywood is the Executive Director at SECTION27. He has previously worked 
at Maxist Workers Tendency of the ANC. In 1998 he was one of the founders of the 
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC). In 2007, he was elected as Deputy Chairperson of the 
South African National AIDS Council. He is also the current Chairperson of the UNAIDS 
Reference Group on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights. Mark holds a BA Honours Degree in 
English Language and Literature from Balliol College, Oxford University. He has 300+ 
opeds, essays, peer-reviewed articles and book chapters on legal, ethical and human 
rights questions linked to HIV/AIDS, health, human rights, politics, law and literature.

Mark Swilling
Prof. Swilling is an international expert in sustainable development, with over thirty years 
experience in ‘societal transitions’, initially with respect to democratization and governance, 
and more recently within the wider discipline of sustainability studies. He has supervised 
over 40 Masters theses and 18 PhDs across 5 universities, and published numerous articles 
in accredited journals. His most recent book is Age of Sustainability: Just Transitions in a 
Complex World that will be published by Routledge in September 2019. In recent years, he 
has increased his participation in international research collaborations, particularly via UN 
institutions and several Scientific Committees of international conferences. In 2007, he was 
invited to be a member of the International Resource Panel, and in 2014 he was appointed 
by the Minister of Finance as a Board member of the Development Bank of Southern Africa, 
and since January 2019 he has acted as the Chairperson of the Board.

Masana Ndinga-Kanga
Masana Ndinga-Kanga is the Crisis Response Fund Lead at CIVICUS Alliance for 
Citizen Participation. She is also a Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Fellowship for Social and 
Economic Equity at the London School of Economics. She is the producer and researcher 
behind the documentary and research report, Triple Jeopardy: Race, Class and Gender 
among the Black Middle Class in South Africa. Masana has previously worked as 
Programme Manager at the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation, and as 
Senior Researcher at the Poverty and Inequality Initiative at the University of Cape Town. 
She holds a Masters in Political Economy of Late Development from the London School 
of Economics, a B.Com in Philosophy, Politics and Economics, and a BA (Honours) in 
African Studies from the University of Cape Town. Masana is a Chevening Scholar from 
2012–13. She is fiercely passionate about feminist parenting, queer and economic justice 
in Africa and the transformation of the international political economy through greater 
accountability by governments and corporates.

Mawethu Nkosana
Mawethu Nkosana is the LGBTI Advocacy Lead at CIVICUS and founder of the Black 
Love Association. Mawethu has previously worked at Human Rights Institute of South 
Africa as Research and Communications Officer. An ASRI Future Leaders 2016 Fellow, 
Mawethu was listed on  Mail and Guardian Top 200 Young South 2017  and was a 
finalist for Outstanding South African 2017  . Mawethu is also an artist, facilitator and 
human rights defender with numerous non-executive directorship positions. He is 
currently working on his debut collection of poems and an EP. His by-lines can be 
found on IPS, Huffington Post, and Global Issues amongst other publications.

Jacklyn Cock
Jacklyn Cock is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Sociology at the University 
of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg and also an honorary research professor in 
the Society, Work and Development (SWOP) Institute. She has written extensively 
on militarization, gender and environmentalism in Southern Africa. Her best known 
books are Maids and Madams: A study in the politics of exploitation.  (Johannesburg: 
Ravan Press, 1981) and co-edited with Eddie Koch Going Green. People, politics and 
the environment. (Cape Town: Oxford University Press, 1991) and The War Against 
Ourselves. Nature, Power and Justice. (Johannesburg: Wits University Press, 2007). She 
considers herself an ‘academic activist’ and is passionate about environmental justice.

Jane Barret
Jane is the Director of WIEGO’s Organization and Representation Programme. WIEGO 
is an international organization that supports the interests and organization of informal 
workers, with a focus on domestic work, waste picking/reclaiming, home based work, 
and street vending. Jane previously worked in the South African and international trade 
union movement for 33 years. Jane holds a Masters degree from SOAS, University 
of London. Her special interests lie in new forms of worker organizing, the popular 
economy (or solidarity economy), and women’s  rights.

Jayati Ghosh 
Jayati Ghosh is Professor of Economics at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.  Her 
research interests include globalisation, international trade and finance, employment 
patterns, macroeconomic policy, gender issues, poverty and inequality. She has 
authored and/or edited a dozen books and more than 180 scholarly articles, most 
recently Demonetisation Decoded: A critique of India’s monetary experiment (with CP 
Chandrasekhar and Prabhat Patnaik, Routledge 2017). She is the Executive Secretary 
of International Development Economics Associates, an international network of 
heterodox development economists. She has consulted for several international 
organisations including ILO, UNDP, UNCTAD, UN-DESA, UNRISD and UN Women.  

Kamal Ramburuth-Hurt
Kamal Ramburuth-Hurt is the co-founder and chairperson at Rethinking Economics 
for Africa at Wits University. Kamal holds and undergraduate in Economics and Politics 
and is in currently studying for his Honors in Applied Development Economics. He is a 
student athlete and a leader in student governance, fulfilling roles of chairperson of the 
Wits Sport Council, and the Sports Officer on the Student Representative Council at 
Wits in 2017/18. He is a student that is passionate about social and economic justice.

Lebohang Pheko
Liepollo Lebohang Pheko is a feminist and political economist. She is an activist 
scholar, lecturer, writer and public intellectual and has written dozens of academic 
and conference papers on the political economy, international relations, trade, feminist 
economics, migration, citizenship and governance as well as contributing to several 
books on these topics. Currently a Senior Research Fellow at the think tank Trade 
Collective, Lebohang grounds her work in a class, race and feminist analysis and 
connects her research with grass-roots struggles locally and internationally.
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Nomalanga Mkhize
Nomalanga Mkhize is a Historian with an MA in History from Rhodes and a Phd in 
Sociology from the University of Cape Town. She is currently completing an NIHSS 
funded Postdoctoral Fellowship at Rhodes University. She teaches economic questions 
from a historical perspective and ran a 3rd year course called ‘A History of the 
Corporation in South Africa’ at Rhodes. She is also a children’s literacy activist and has 
recently published an illustrated history of Africa for kids called ‘In Africa with Avi and 
Kumbi’.

Neva Makgetla
Neva Makgetla has been Senior Economist: Trade and Industrial Policy at Trade and 
Industrial Policy Strategies (TIPS) since November 2015. She was Deputy Director 
General for Economic Policy in the Economic Development Department from 2010 
to 2015. Before joining EDD, Makgetla worked for the Presidency, the DBSA and 
COSATU as well as other government departments. Prior to 1994 she worked in various 
universities in Africa and the United States. Makgetla’s research centres on aspects of 
industrial policy and value chain analysis, and on socio-economic challenges facing 
South Africa, especially around employment creation and inequality.

Nicolas Pons-Vignon
Nicolas Pons-Vignon is a Senior researcher in the School of Economic & Business 
Sciences (SEBS) at Wits University, South Africa. He holds a PhD from EHESS (Paris). 
Nicolas’ research focuses on labour markets, economic policy, and the role of the 
state in economic development. He has been the editor of the Global Labour Column 
since its inception in 2009. Nicolas initiated the African Programme on Rethinking 
Development Economics (APORDE) in 2007, which he directed for 7 years before 
joining the Scientific committee.

Nimrod Zalk
Nimrod Zalk is Industrial Development Policy and Strategy Advisor at the South African 
Department of Trade and Industry. Prior to this he was Deputy Director-General of 
the Industrial Development Division of the dti. He also sits on the board of the South 
African Industrial Development Corporation. Nimrod holds an MSC in Economics (with 
reference to Africa) from the University of London’s School of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS). He has been involved in a range of processes related to South African 
and African industrial development. He has authored papers on a range of topics 
including: industrial development and policy, competition and competitiveness, and 
regional economic development

Pamela Mondliwa
Pamela Mondliwa. Pamela is a senior researcher at the Centre for Competition, 
Regulation and Economic Development (CCRED) at the University of Johannesburg. 
She is also an economist at Acacia Economics, a boutique economics consultancy that 
offers expertise in competition and regulatory economics in Africa.

Melanie Samson
Dr Melanie Samson is a Senior Lecturer in Human Geography at the University of 
the Witwatersrand.  She has previously worked for NUMSA, SAMWU and Women 
in Informal Employment, Globalizing and Organizing.  Melanie holds a PhD in 
Political Science from York University in Toronto, Canada. Melanie is interested in 
how economic processes are bound up in the production of space, gender, race, 
nationality and other power-laden social relations relevant in each socio-spatial-
historical context. Her research analyses the labour of reclaimers of reusable 
and recyclable materials to deepen our understanding of the form and nature of 
capitalism in post-colonial contexts. Melanie is passionate about ensuring that 
research by academics and students supports struggles against all forms of 
exploitation and oppression.

Michelle Gale de Oliveira
Michelle S. Gale de Oliveira is CEO of the Gender Progress Consortium and a director 
of the Green Economics Institute, UK. She is a member of the Law School of the 
University of London School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), holding an MA 
in Human Rights Law with a focus on Islamic Law, Peace-Building, and Developing 
Countries. She holds degrees in Political Science and International Relations from 
Richmond, the American International University in London (RAIUL), and is currently 
deputy editor of the International Journal of Green Economics. She lectures and speaks 
on Human Rights, Environmental and Social Justice, Gender Equity, International 
Development and Green Economics internationally. 
Currently, she is researching sustainable prosperity in Brazil, with a focus on land 
redistribution, decroissance, “green growth”, and green economics in action. The 
primary focus of her research has been human rights, gendered aspects of economic 
and environmental justice, and land distribution. 

Michelle Meixieira Groenewald
Michelle Meixieira Groenewald is a Lecturer at the North West University. Michelle 
holds an MSc in Political Economy of Development from SOAS, University of London 
and an MCom in Economics from the North West University. She has interests in 
economic pluralism, decolonizing economic curricula and knowledge production. She 
is passionate about ensuring that students are given the opportunity to engage with 
curricula that better reflect the economic realities of South Africa.

Michael Rogan
Mike is a research associate in the Urban Policies Programme of WIEGO and an 
Associate Professor in NALSU at Rhodes University. He has previously worked at the 
School of Development Studies at the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) and was an 
Honorary Research Fellow in the HSRC Education and Skills Development programme 
until 2018. Mike holds a Master’s degree and a PhD in Development Studies from 
UKZN. His research interests include: informal employment, gender, poverty and 
inequality, food security, education and skills development, and survey design
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Sara Stevano
Sara Stevano is a Lecturer in Economics at the University of the West of England. She 
has previously worked as a Research Fellow at SOAS University of London. Sara holds 
a Master in Development Economics and a PhD in Economics from SOAS University 
of London. She specialises in feminist political economy and has research interests 
in work, food/nutrition, time, households, inequality and social reproduction. She is 
passionate about extending and strengthening the tools for economic inquiry through 
interdisciplinary engagement across the social sciences.

Sharlin Hemraj
Sharlin Hemraj is the Director for Environmental and Fuel Taxes within the Tax and 
Financial Sector Policy Division of the National Treasury in South Africa. She has 
completed a Master’s Degree in Environmental Economics.

Seeraj Mohamed
Seeraj Mohamed is currently Deputy Director of Economics in the Parliamentary 
Budget Office. He was Associate Professor in the Department of Economics at the 
University of the Western Cape and before that Director of the Corporate Strategy 
and Industrial Development Research Programme at Wits University. He was Special 
Advisor to the South African Minister of Trade and Industry from 2009 to 2014. His PhD 
in Economics is from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Thandiwe Matthews
Thandiwe Matthews is currently a Senior Researcher at the South African Human 
Rights Commission, where she was also a Senior Legal Officer, monitoring the 
realisation and protection of human rights. Since 2018, she has been a PhD candidate 
in a joint scholarship programme between the International Institute of Social Studies, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam and the University of the Witwatersrand’s School of 
Law. Her research explores the role of constitutionally protected human rights to 
address structural inequality. Thandiwe also holds a Masters in Development Studies 
(Erasmus University Rotterdam), Bachelor of Law (University of the Witwatersrand) and 
a Bachelor of Social Sciences (University of Cape Town). She was selected as a 2015-
2016 Fulbright/ Hubert H. Humphrey Fellow by the US State Department and worked at 
Human Rights Watch in New York. In 2018, she co-authored and published a bilingual 
children’s book in English and Zulu. She was selected as one of the Mail&Guardian’s 
Top 200 Young South Africans in 2014.

Ushehwedu Kufakurinani
Ushehwedu Kufakurinani is a senior lecturer in, and current chairperson of the 
Department of Economic History at the University of Zimbabwe. He did his DPhil 
in African Economic History at the same institution. He was country coordinator 
(Zimbabwe) of the Rethinking Economics (2015-18). Kufakurinani is also a Board 
member of the African Economic History Network (AEHN) and an organiser in the 
Young Scholars Initiative Africa Working Group. Kufakurinani is also founder and Co-
director of Sustainable Africa Network (SAN) based in Zimbabwe. The organisation 
is into consultancy, research and training on sustainable alternatives for African 
development.

Reinhardt Arp
Reinhardt Arp is an Environmental Economist in the Policy and Futures Unit at WWF 
South Africa. Reinhardt has been with WWF-SA for the last two and a half years and 
holds a Master’s Degree in Environmental Economics from Rhodes University. During 
his time at WWF-SA Reinhardt has worked on climate change policy advocacy and 
climate change research, specifically investigating the socio-economic impacts of 
climate change and climate change policy. This includes aspects such as the economic 
impact of carbon taxes and valuating greenhouse gas externalities. His other research 
areas include futures studies approaches and methodologies; the future of work and a 
just transition to a low-carbon economy.

Safia Khan
Safia Khan is an assistant lecturer and PhD candidate at the University of Cape 
Town. She has two master’s degree in economics (University of Cape Town), and 
econometrics and mathematical economics (Tilburg University, Netherlands) 
respectively. Safia’s PhD research is centered around intersectionality and 
discrimination in the labour market. She draws from feminist economic theories. Safia 
has taught graduate level probability and statistics and undergraduate economics. She 
is a radical feminist and in her spare time writes social commentary and poetry.

Samantha Ashman
Samantha Ashman is an Associate Professor in the School of Economics at the 
University of Johannesburg where she directs a Master’s programme in Industrial 
Policy run in partnership with African Institute for Economic Development and 
Planning in Senegal. She worked previously at the University of the Witwatersrand, 
the University of East London (UK) and the University of Birmingham (UK) from where 
she also gained her PhD. Her research interests lie, broadly, in the financialization of 
the world economy, South African economic development since 1994 – including its 
financialization, industrial development and policy, value theory and political economy. 
She is passionate about too many things to list. 

Samantha Brener
Samantha is an education attorney and began working at Section 27 in May 2018. 
She was previously an education researcher at the Legal Resources Centre and also 
worked as a research and teaching assistant at the Wits Law School. Samantha 
completed her Law Degree at Wits University and was a Constitutional Court’s clerk 
working with Judge Johan Froneman. She has a long-standing interest in impactful law 
and achieving social changes through strategic litigation.

Sandra van Niekerk
Sandra van Niekerk is a part-time researcher at AIDC (Alternative Information and 
Development Centre). She also does work for the Public Services International 
Research Unit (PSIRU) on issues relating to privatisation of public services in Africa. 
She has previously worked in the trade union movement. Her last position in the unions 
was as National Educator in the South African Municipal Workers Union (SAMWU). She 
has a Masters in Adult Education from the University of Cape Town. She is interested in 
the public sector and the role of the state in providing basic services.
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CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS

Lutendo Malatji
Lutendo (27) is an incredibly talented professional photographer based in Soweto. 
His work ethic, coupled with his talent, has won him many accolades. He is a 
brilliant artist who is passionate about people development and storytelling. He has 
freelanced for corporates on major social events both nationally and internationally. 
He has also showcased his work at esteemed exhibitions. Connect with him through 
Email, Instagram and Behance. (@Luu_artphotography,  https://www.behance.net/
AuthenticDetails)

Vishwas Satgar
Vishwas Satgar is an Associate Professor of International Relations at WITS, principal 
investigator for Emancipatory Futures Studies in the Anthropocene Project and editor 
of the Democratic Marxism series. He previously co-founded the Cooperative and 
Policy Alternative Centre (COPAC) in 1999 and served as its Director for 11 years. He 
now serves as its board chairperson. He worked for NALEDI, COSATU’s think tank 
from 1995-1999 on labour market reform. He holds a BA (majors in Economics, Politics 
and Law), LLB, LLM and PhD in International Relations. He has been an activist for 
almost 4 decades and has co-founded numerous campaigns including #Vukani-
Sidikiwe, #ZumaMustGo, the South African Food Sovereignty Campaign (2014) and the 
#ClimateJusticeCharter process (2018). He is deeply concerned about the climate crisis 
and climate justice and passionate about systemic alternatives such as just transitions,  
solidarity economy and food sovereignty. He has worked on systemic alternatives for 
the past 20 years involving waste pickers, unemployed peoples movements, small scale 
farmers, workers and students.

Vuyokazi Futshane
Vuyokazi Futshane is a card-carrying Black Feminist, who works for Oxfam South 
Africa as a project officer for economic justice, in tireless pursuit for a feminist economy 
that will transform the lives of womxn, queer and gender non-binary people. She is 
passionate about intersectional feminism, smashing patriarchy and advocating for a 
just future for all.

Zixiao Ma
Zixiao is the Vice Chairperson for Rethinking Economics for Africa Wits chapter. Zixiao 
was previously the Events coordinator and one of the founding members. He holds 
a Bachelor of Commerce in Politics, Philosophy and Economics from the University 
of Witwatersrand. Currently he is pursuing a BCom honours in Applied Development 
Economics. His interests include Music, Anime, Magic the Gathering and going to 
Exclusive Books on a Sunday reading manga and The Economist. He is passionate 
about pluralism, economic history, economic change, identity, economic development 
and equality and philosophising about useless things.

Zwelinzima Vavi
Zwelinzima Vavi is the current General Secretary of SAFTU. He served as COSATU’s 
Deputy General Secretary from 1993 to 1999. Vavi took centre stage in the four-month 
negotiation that preceded the 1997 Jobs Summit. He served on the International Labour 
Organisation’s commission on globalisation. In 1999 he succeeded Mbhazima Shilowa 
(formerly the Gauteng Premier, and later one of the leaders of COPE) as general 
secretary of COSATU.
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